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“All the Fracking 

  News that Fits” 

APRIL 2014 
This is NOT our “April Fool” issue!  (Believe it or not, every story in this newsletter is TRUE.) 

County Executive seeks 

Council approval of a 

“blank check” lease 

PITTSBURGH:  Allegheny County Exec. 

Rich Fitzgerald has been consistently 

opaque in pushing his plan to frack Deer 

Lakes Park.  As expected, his RFP drew 

just one offer (from Range Resources/

Huntley & Huntley).  Yet he spent five 

months in private meetings with the lone 

bidder, “negotiating” a lease.  Even then, 

he arrived at County Council on March 

18, ready to ask for sign-off on the deal — 

but with no written terms of a proposed 

lease contract. 

Nor had the Executive phoned ahead to 

place his business on Council’s agenda.  

So Council President John DeFazio ruled 

that the matter would have to wait until 

the body’s next meeting (April 8).   

(You may remember how Mr. Fitzgerald 

solicited the fracking industry’s trade 

group to pay for his election campaign.  

His personal email to the Marcellus Shale 

Coalition came to light at the time, and 

wasn’t denied by either party.  In it, Mr. 

Fitzgerald complains “It’s great to hear 

from [you] how wonderful I am for the 

Range Resources (with Huntley & Huntley) submitted the only offer for fracking the 

County’s Deer Lakes Park, then “negotiated” a deal privately with Rich Fitzgerald. 

industry, but what I really need is money.  

Put your money where your mouth is [or 

the winners] won’t be your friends.”) 

The Deer Lakes Park proposal is now up 

on Mr. Fitzgerald’s webpage. On April 8,  

it is expected to be sent to the Committee 

on Parks, chaired by Councilman Nick 

Futules.  Mr. Futules’s own “Statement of 

Financial Interests,” filed by law, lists 

business dealings with Range Resources 

and Huntley & Huntley that could be 

worth one million dollars or more.  Yet, 

so far, he has declined formal requests to 

recuse himself on Council’s leasing action. 

Rich Fitzgerald will host a public meeting 

on April 2 [see p.2], which he bills as “an 

opportunity for residents to learn about 

the agreement and ask questions.” That 

sounds very much like his February, 2013, 

meeting to sell the CONSOL deal for frack-

ing our airports.  So plan to attend, sign 

up to speak, and you will also learn 

whether or not Mr. Fitzgerald intends for 

those questions to be answered. 

POCONO DOWNS: Somebody forgot to tell the shale industry 

that, when you set out to scam people, you don’t issue a press 

release about it. 

On March 20, those propaganda wizards at the Marcellus Shale 

Coalition (MSC) announced that they’ve spawned a new 

“grassroots” organization called the United Shale Advocates 

(“USA” — get it?)  According to President David Spigelmyer, the 

MSC wants to “give voice to this growing citizens’ movement 

here [in Pennsylvania].”  Fully mature at birth, the “USA” 

jumped up and took its first steps, with a high-budget press 

campaign announcing a big rally in Harrisburg for early May. 

Lost public trust? Buy your own public! The new ‘Astroturf’ strategy is a risky about-face for an arrogant 

industry that, until now, has dismissed “the public” as naïve 

and emotional, unqualified to speak on the subject of fracking.  

(Their highest-paid pitchman, former Governor Tom Ridge, 

taunted critics with “Where’s the science?” until that science 

caught up with him.)  Suddenly, the industry will be arguing 

“Who has the real public?” instead of “Who has the experts?” 

So Harrisburg may be awash in jeans and flannel shirts for a 

day, instead of suits and silk ties, but everyone knows that the 

gas lobby is still writing the checks and writing the scripts.  And 

when the history is finally told of how the frackers lost the fight, 

this new “grassroots” gimmick may rank with Chevron’s pizza 

giveaway among the shale industry’s most boneheaded ideas. 
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A Range of Resources 
Please check out our ‘Resources’ page at www.marcellusprotest.org/resources, and follow us on Facebook 

(MarcellusProtest) and Twitter (@Marcellus_SWPA).  Here is a sampling of our recent recommendations: 

A convenient and compelling collection of videos about fracking, compiled by a local fractivist, is assembled at 

www.ikno.org.  The site is dedicated to inform, and educate and empower, with images that don’t lie.  

The National Academy of Sciences has published its 100-page report of a workshop on fracking held at West Virginia 

University on September 9-10, 2013.  The papers are technical, and the conclusions are cautious, but the scope is 

immense.  An important desk-reference to “the science.” 

Updated information on these topics (with links to original sources), along with our calendar of 
upcoming events, and other resources, can be found at www.marcellusprotest.org. 

Upcoming Events in April — “Protect Our Parks Month”: 

April 2 (Deer Lakes High School, 7pm): County Executive Rich Fitzgerald’s promised “public hearings” on the proposed 

fracking lease for Deer Lakes Park..  NOTE: You must register online to speak. (Check www.protectparks.org for details.) 

April 4 (Pittsburgh—Garfield, 4931 Penn Ave., 6pm): Pittsburgh Artists Against Fracking.  Part of Garfield’s monthly 

celebration of the arts, a joint exhibition by local artists who have committed a third of their proceeds to “Protect Our Parks.”  

April 8 and 22 (Pittsburgh, County Courthouse, 5pm): Regular meetings of Allegheny County Council.  Register to speak in 

the “public comment” period, or come to show support for your neighbors.  (To speak, you must register 24 hours in advance.) 

April 12 (East Liberty Presbyterian Church, 10am): Protect Our Parks organizing meeting, open to everyone. 

April 19 (Deer Lakes Park, 1pm): “Hands Around the Park” - at Veteran’s Pavilion #1 (rain or shine).  A family-friendly 

celebration of the park, and information for protecting it from fracking.  “Earth Kids,” a group started by, and for, local school 

children, is helping to organize the event. 

(Updated details and a more extensive list of events at www.marcellusprotest.org/event_calendar.) 

Shalefield Justice Spring 

Break: Training for Action 
MADISONBURG (Centre County) PA:  

Over 100 people attended a full week of 

education, meditation and community 

building (and fun), preparing to go back to 

work when the camp ended on March 22. 

Sessions ranged from social and economic 

systems, health impacts and energy policy 

to “engineering basics” and “identifying 

fracking equipment”.  Practical lessons for 

action included first aid, media relations, 

tree-climbing [pictured], and legal rights. 

Participants in the Spring Break were well 

represented in the March 20 action at 

Tiadaghton [next story].   Michael Bagdes-

Canning (a ‘retirement age’ activist from 

Marcellus Outreach Butler) said, “The 

week was extremely powerful for me.  

Protecting my home from this industry 

has been wearing on me, but the sight of 

so many committed young people was 

moving.  They ‘get it.’  This was personal 

for me: I want my children and grand-

children to have some of the life that I’ve 

had: The forests need to be preserved; 

the fossil fuel needs to stay in the 

ground.” shalefieldjusticespringbreak.org 

cordial conversations between demon-

strators and (union) gas field workers—as 

well as the police and fire/rescue teams.  

Clearly, local first responders, and even 

many out-of-state workers, share the ac-

tivists’ love of the forest.  A parallel rally 

at Anadarko’s Williamsport office found 

support from townspeople there as well. 

Relations weren’t so friendly in court, 

however.  Judge Jerry Leply set a total of 

nearly $60,000 in bail for the five people 

arrested (on charges such as ‘obstructing 

highways’).  Four of those five posted 

bond within two days, but one man was 

jailed for a week until a public appeal 

succeeded in raising his full $12,500 bail.  

No trial dates have been set. 

With reporting from Kathryn Hilton 
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WATERVILLE (Lycoming County) PA: 

Twenty-five miles from the Spring 

Break, on the same day that the shale 

industry rolled out it’s faux-grassroots 

“USA” campaign, a different sort of  wit-

ness was taking place in the Tiadaghton 

State Forest.  Blocking the only road to 

an Anadarko drilling pad,  locked-down 

‘protectors’ used fallen trees and barrels 

of concrete to stop work at the site for 

six hours. 

The activist group included designated 

liaison members who kept tensions low. 

Throughout the morning, there were 

Taking Action: Defending 

Pennsylvania’s Forest 
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